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Term 4  
Thanks to everyone for your support during recent weeks.  

Kahui Ako survey - please take a few minutes to complete this survey. It is about our school and 

your feedback will help us to plan for changes in 2019. 

https://tinyurl.com/StMatthewsSchool-whanau-2018 

 

Strike - The teachers and principals of New Zealand have voted to strike on Tuesday Nov 13th. 

Hopefully a new offer will be accepted in the near future. If the strike is to go ahead then St 

Matthew’s will be closed on Tuesday 13th November. 

Swimming - please read the note about swimming carefully. The children will need goggles so 

hopefully you still have last year’s ones. We will not be purchasing new goggles this season. 

You may notice that I am wearing a hearing aid these days. My hearing did not improve after my 

operation last year so I am now using a hearing aid and I am delighted to say it is a wonderful 

improvement. 

Every blessing to you all - Tom Sheehan - Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/StMatthewsSchool-whanau-2018


 

 

Items of note  
Marae Trip - The Marae trip was a very successful trip with learning, fun and time to be on a Marae. Putiki 

were great hosts and we all enjoyed our time together. The children have written about their experiences 
and these are on display in both classrooms. A special thanks to all our whanua/aiga who came with us 

and supported the children. There are plenty of photos on the school website to view.

 

 

Attendance Dues - these are payable to Bishop Charles and the Diocese. We ask that you make 

a big effort with attendance dues. The St Matthew’s Board budgets to help you keep costs down 

with free stationery, no school fees, subsidising bus costs and applying for grants. If the dues 

are a challenge please come in and see Tom.  

Quad Sports 2018 - What a staggering achievement again this year - and for now the third year in a row St 

Matthew’s School has won both the Year 5 and 6 and Year 7 and 8 soccer tournaments. Both teams had 
hard fought finals with the Year 7 and 8s final going to golden goal which went on and on and on. The 
games are only 15 minutes long but by the time Rhomeo scored the winning goal both St Matthew’s and 
Sth Makirikiri  had played an extra 20 minutes! The Year 5 and 6 team played Hunterville in it’s final. 
Congratulations to all players, coaches and supporters for two amazing results. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Seesaw Update - Many thanks to all who have been viewing the Seesaw posts. Our aim this term is for 

each child to post at least once a week. Please keep up your positive comments and interactions. 

Netball Wrap Up - We had a lovely lunch and games at the end of last term. Many thanks to all the mums 

who came to play against the children and the games were a lot of fun to watch. A huge congratulations 
to both teams. The A team were runners up in the A2 Grade and received the Fair Play Award at the 
prizegiving. The B team were also runners up in their grade for the season and were winners of the final 
day tournament. Also our congratulations to Cassidy Parker and Deborah Pio for making the Rangitikei 
Rep Team this season. Many thanks to Amanda Jacques who coached and managed both teams so 
capably this season. Next year it looks like we will have enough players for one team. 

Sacraments - First Reconciliation - First Communion 

We congratulate Beilene Lealofi, Xavier Wulf, Melenie Seko, Veronika Seko, and Maryanne Safole  who 

made their First Eucharist preparations on White Sunday. Everyone looked splendid in their first 
communion clothes and when we had mass last Friday they all took part in our Eucharist at school for the 
first time. Very well done to you all. 

 



 

 

 

 

Senior Room - We are preparing for our testing which begins in Week 4 and into week 5. For our RE we 

have been learning about Communion of Saints. Our focus is on the life and works of Suzanne Aubert 
who is famous in these parts as she nurtured a community in Hiruharama – Jerusalem. 

Junior Room - Welcome back to the last term of the year!!  

We have a busy term ahead with swimming and with Samoan cultural group starting up again. We also 

have Marie from Sports Whanganui coming to have a session with us on playing T-ball.  

I will be doing a couple of visits to two schools for professional development around maths this term. 

Mary McNaught will be taking the class while I am away and she will be doing my release some Fridays 
this term.  

Our R.E focus this term is Communion of Saints looking at saintly people and how they inspire us to live 

our lives. In maths we are going to focus on improving our basic fact knowledge.  

Please continue to help your child/children to practice their learning at home and ensure they are getting 

a good nights as a number of children at the beginning of this term seem very tired.  

We are looking forward to a fun packed term ahead!!  - Kate Blundell 

 



 

 

 

How to focus on your kids’ strengths - Strength-based parenting is a style where we focus first 

on building up what is going right with our children before we focus on fixing what is going 

wrong. We help our kids to maximize and make the most of their talents and character, and we 

show them how to use these as leverage points to address weakness and problems. So how to 

start? 

Simply notice one strength in your child and comment on it: “You used good judgment today 
when you decided to pack your school bag ahead of time,” or “Thanks for making me laugh—I 

really love how funny you are,” or “I know your brother aggravates you, and I was so proud to 

see you rise above and show forgiveness.” Repeat this strengths spotting approach as much as 

you can. Over time, your children will internalize their own strengths in their self-talk. Rather 

than using negative self-talk like “I’m stupid” or “I’ll never get this” in difficult situations, they 

might say, “I know I’m persistent and can stick to the task,” or “I’m curious and can learn new 

things.” Read the full article - https://www.mindful.org/how-to-be-a-strength-based-parent/ 

Pubertal Change and Health Lessons - In a few weeks Rachel and I will teach the Year 6,7 and 8 

children the ‘Things Are Changing’ programme about puberty and body changes. The key focus 

is on these topics: Expressing Feelings, Hygiene, Gender, body parts, Feeling good, Good and 

bad touching, Bullying, Positive Puberty/ Body changes, Choices. Should you wish to discuss the 

lessons please contact Tom. 

Head lice -  If your child has live head lice please do not send the children to school unless you have 

treated and removed all live lice. If you have any questions about this please 
contact Tom. 

School App - Please make sure you have downloaded the St Matthew’s App from 

your app store. Calendar items are listed and newsletters are available for 
reference. Leave your notifications/alerts turned on to stay up to date with 
notices. This is the main way we will communicate with you and so eliminate 
most of the paper notices. Look for these long format newsletters about every 
three/four weeks and also the website has information - 
https://stmatthewsmarton.wordpress.com/ 

Term 4 2018 Dates - We finish on Tuesday December the 18th after our prizegiving and breakup. 

Prizegiving begins at 11am on this day. 

2019 Dates - We are set to start 2019 on Monday February 4th. 

 

https://www.mindful.org/how-to-be-a-strength-based-parent/
https://stmatthewsmarton.wordpress.com/


 

 

Uniform - thanks to everyone for a great effort with uniform for photographs last week. Please dig out 

those sunhats as we will be making them compulsory in the next week. We have a no hat no play policy - 
should you need a new hat we have plenty for sale. 

Softball - the Year 6,7 and 8 children will be travelling to Hunterville on November 30th for our annual 

softball tournament. This year I’d like to try travelling in cars so if you are able to travel up with us for 
the day please let Tom know. I can take 4 children so we need cars for the other 9 please. You will need a 
full licence and a fully registered and warranted vehicle. 

 

FAITH FACTS 

Week 3  

Pope Francis Prayer intention for November. Peace: That the language of love and dialogue may always 
prevail over the language of conflict. 

1st All Saints 

All Saints’ Day is a holy day in the Catholic Christian calendar set aside to honour all the saints, especially 
those without their own special feast days. In the West, it is held annually on November 1 

2nd All Souls 

All Souls' Day is a holy day in the calendar that falls on November 2. The Catholic church sets aside All 
Souls' Day to remember those who have died. 

 

St Matthew’s Mercy Charism - each newsletter we 

will share with you some reflections about the 6 
virtues which make up our St Matthew’s Mercy 
Charism. The six are … 

Respect, Compassion, Excellence, Justice, 

Hospitality and Service 

Auaunaga - Awhinatanga - Service 

The mercy value of service is about helping others. 

Visit 

http://www.mercyschools.org.nz/mercy-values/service/ 

 

http://www.mercyschools.org.nz/mercy-values/service/


 

 

Every blessing to you all - Tom Sheehan

 

 


